
QUICK GUIDE

TO INSTANT IMAGES



Are you under pressure to find more and more suitable 
visuals to go with your updates and other publications?

Then you’re not alone. The evolution of the visual web 
has engendered an exponential growth in the need for 
visual content.

In an ideal world, you would address this need with 
access to a well-stocked image database full of 
engaging imagery, a visual content calendar and an all-
encompassing visual strategy. 

You would have suitable visual content at the ready for 
every event, status update, newsletter and blog post. 

However, for most people and most companies, reality 
is rather different.

Most of the time you need to publish ASAP and have 
under 15 minutes to get your hands on a suitable visual. 

F I R S T  A I D  I N  I M A G E 
E M E R G E N C I E S



What to do?

Searching the web aimlessly does not guarantee a result 
- especially within a limited timeframe. 

Simply giving up and publishing without visuals isn’t 
an option either. That will guarantee that your carefully 
crafted blog or other update will be ignored by most of 
humanity. 

The good news: it is possible to create suitable 
visuals in a couple of minutes. 

How? This PDF will show you. 

Best of luck with these tips - and if it helps you to create 
images in no-time we’d love to see them!

Else

P.S. Do you think training or consulting on visual 
content would help you or your company? Get in 
touch via info@elsekramer.com and we’ll happily 
tell you what we can do. 



Sounds too good to be true, doesn’t it? For a simple 
screenshot to save the day. But it isn’t. Capturing the screen 
of your computer or device can create a perfect illustration.

This obviously works when you’re writing about new apps and 
software. You can even capture specific actions or functions 
whilst using the app. Very useful if you’re creating a ‘how-to’ 
video or blog. 

In the image above, for example, you see a screenshot of the 
text function in Snapseed, our favourite photo editing app.
But you can also take screenshots to a whole new level. 

Let’s say you’re writing about deadlines or stress. How about 
a screenshot of your clock, timer of stopwatch to illustrate your 
point?

And a screenshot of a tweet, Pinterest board or Instagram feed 
can be a great way to give an overview of a topic, illustrate how 
popular a topic is, share a quote, etc.

Important: Make sure to bear in mind what the orientation 
of your image will be in its destination document, update 
or publication. A smartphone screenshot in portrait 
orientation will get cropped on most social media - and 
you may not want that. In addition, most blogs allow only 
for either square or landscape images, so make sure you 
create the right format.

2  S C R E E N S H O T S



Apple computer/laptop:
1. Make sure that what you want to capture is fully visible on 

your screen;

2. Press Command +Shift +3 on your keyboard;

3. Look for your screenshot on your desktop.

Samsung Smartphone:
1. Press ‘power’ and ‘home’ buttons simultaneously. 

Alternatively, do a vertical swipe with the edge of your hand 
on your screen;

2. Find your screenshot in the image gallery. 

In addition, Samsung have recently added a very nifty feature:  
the ‘scrolling screenshot’, which enables you to take screenhots

H O W  T O  TA K E  A  S C R E E N S H O T
This varies from device to device, but here are some tips for 
the most commonly used operating systems and devices.

Using the Snipping Tool in Windows:

1. Select Mode in Snipping Tool, choose the kind of snip  

you want, and then select the area of your screen that you 
want to capture. 

2. After you capture a snip, select the Save Snip button. 



which overrun your smartphone screen - ideal for platforms 
which are suitable for elongated images, like Pinterest. 

This works as follows:

1. Take a screenshot;

2. You’ll see the ‘capture more’ option appear at the bottom of 
your screen;

3. The camera will scroll automatically, and capture the extra 
part when you press ‘Capture’.

iPhone:

1. Press and hold the “Home button” as well as the “Sleep/
Wake” button.;

2. You’ll see a white ‘flash’ and you will hear the camera 
shutter sound confirming the capture;

3. Find the captured image in your camera roll.



This trick is often used by graphic designers with an 
impossible deadline. 

Simply pick an existing image or take a new one, and blur it.

It’s quite magical. When you blur an image, it will be 
conceived as much more professional. In addition, because 
it is now so vague, you can easily make it relevant to your 
topics. 

 

2  B L U R R E D  P H O T O G R A P H S How does this work?
 
Use an existing image or take a picture of something general 
and inoffensive. Like the table in your meeting room, your view 
or your laptop. 

Blur your image using a filter (e.g. tilt/shift in Instagram or lens 
blur in Snapseed). 

A blur filter has the uncanny ability to turn most neutral 
photographs into an image you which can be used in a 
professional context. Especially if you add text to increase 
relevance.



To make your blurred, generic image more relevant simply 
add text.

This could be the title of your blog, a tagline, or anything that 
has to do with whatever you’re talking about. 

There are many apps which enable you to quickly add text to 
your photographs, e.g. Snapseed, Quick or Piclab. On your 
PC or laptop try Pixlr or befunky.com. 

A D D I N G  R E L E VA N C E



Are you able to draw a number, smiley or font? 

Then you are perfectly capable of being an illustrator.

Consider, for example, doing a ‘before’ and ‘after’ drawing to 
accompany an article that shows people how to get better at 
something. 

Think ’10 Steps To Happier Employees’ or ‘5 Ways To Do 
Make Your Bookkeeping Fun’. 

Doing a before/after illustration can be as basic as drawing a 

3  S TAT I O N E R Y  &  D O O D L E S

sad smiley and a happy smiley on a Post-It, sticking them on 
a neutral background, and taking a picture. 

You probably have more stationary you could use for a quick 
illustration lying around in the office. 

How about paperclips? The ‘HELP!’ illustration above would 
have been a perfectly suitable cover for this PDF (But we 
happen to prefer playing with LEGO). 



Worried about your lack of drawing skills? Let technology help 
you!

Use an app to give your drawings a more professional look. 
We love SketchesPro for iPad but there are many more apps 
available for all devices. 

Tip: before you start your drawing make sure you 
have picked a smooth rather than grainy background 
and a clean marker. Grainy paper combined with e.g. 
watercolor style brushes tends to look amateurish 
(unless you know what you’re doing or sell watercolors). 

What to draw? 

Something (very) simple. An arrow, graph (the only way is up!), 
face, piggybank, mountaintop, etc. Go for basic metaphors 
that are easily recognisable. 

I hope these tips will inspire and enable you to easily create 
visuals on the fly. Have fun!

Would you like to receive more tips and information on smart 
visual content creation and marketing? Subscribe to our 
newsletter!



WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE MORE 
INSPIRATION, GREAT ARTICLES AND TIPS?

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER:
WWW.VISUALREVOLUTIONARIES.COM/NEWSLETTER/

www.visualrevolutionaries.com/newsletter/

